
Exam Guidance  

Pupils are chosen for entrance into the next session of exams dependent on progress in class and the 
expectation of being able to cope with the demands of the next class. 
 
A letter is produced inviting the pupil for examination. This needs to be signed and returned with 
payment by the date indicated on the letter. Failure to do this will mean the pupil cannot be entered 
for the examination. 
 
Dates and times are set by the exam boards and not by the dance school. 
 
 
 
Exam day: 

 It is advisable for the exam candidate to arrive at least 30-40 minutes prior to the exam or 
rehearsal. This enables any uniform adjustments and hair grooming to take place, it also 
helps the candidate to enter the exam well prepared and in a calm manner. On occasions 
the exam session may be running faster than expected. 

 We ask parents/carers who are waiting whilst the exams are taking place to keep the noise 
to a minimum level as you can be heard in the studios and this is distracting to candidates 
and examiner alike. It might be advisable not to bring very young children with you who 
might become restless whilst waiting. 

 Only dancers and staff are permitted into the dressing room and studios. Usually only the 
exam candidate/s, a music operator and the examiner will be present during an exam. 

 No nail varnish is to be worn, either on the fingers or the toes. 
 No jewellery is permitted for exams. 
 No temporary tattoos, glitter, face paint etc for exams. 
 Candidates must be wearing the correct uniform for their exam. This may differ between 

subjects so please check in advance. 
 Hair must be in a bun for Ballet exams. There should be no coloured hair accessories, please 

use hair ties and grips/bobby pins close to the hair colour. All of the hair should be secured 
in the bun using grips, gel/hairspray and a suitable bun net. We advise that candidates arrive 
with their hair already done. 

 For all other subjects please check in advance the hair style required for an exam. This will 
usually be either a pony tail or a bun. Boys with short hair should arrive with it looking tidy, 
those with long hair will be required to tie it back.  

 No makeup. 
 Candidates should refrain from drinking anything other than water whilst in their uniform 

before an exam in order to avoid marking it.  
 

After an exam dancers will be required to attend the next level/grade. This may or may not be on a 

different day or a different time to the previous grade so please check with a member of staff if 

unsure.  

Where two classes a week are available for a particular class you will be asked to choose one to 

attend on a regular basis. Unfortunately we cannot allow dancers to change between days during a 

term.  

Please note that the uniform may also be change in the next grade. Details can be found on the 

website or ask at Reception.  


